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The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages
informed and active participaton in government, works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and adwocacy.

Calendar
23 Octobea LWVLA Boad Meeting,noonto 1:30pm, Library Room3
23 Octobea Membership Meeting, 7:30 p.m.(7:00 p.m. refreshments) Fuller Lodge
Speaker: Mike Davis, LAC Trangortation Director
5 Novembe Water Study Committee, 5:30 pm, Library Room1
7 November Immigration Study, Unit Meeting (Time & Place TBA)
12 Novembe Election Reform Committee, 7:00 pm, Library Room 1
27 November LWVLA Boad Meeting, noonto 1:30 pm, Library Room3
3 December Water Study Committee, 5:30 pm, Library Room1
4 Decembe Lunch with A Leader, Steve Brugge, LAC Housng Programs
(Time & Place, TBA)
10 December Election Reform Committee, 7:00 pm, Library Room 1
7 Januay Water Study Committee, 5:30 pm, Library Room1
10 Januay Legidative Preview, Fuller Lodge 7:00 pm (6:30 refreshments)

Check the calenda at www.lwvlosalamosorg for the mog up-to-dae information.

Message from the President:

Because oneof our core missionsis to encourageinformed participation in govenment, | am highlighting a
number of projects currently being consdered by Los Alamos County. Mog of these activities will require
key decisions within the next 6-8 monthsby the County Coundl. Many of them also involve actions tha
could significantly affect the appearance and structure of downtown Los Alamosand the commercial center
of White Rock. Please study these issues and participae as the Coundal evaluaes proposlstha will have
long-term implicationsfor the community. (See page 2 for ddtails).



Municipal Building Project. The
development of a design for a new
Municipd Building is presently on hold
while an RFP process considers proposls
for a privately built Municipd complex at
three possible privately-owned locationsin
thedowntown. Thethreelocationsare:

1. On Trinity Drive acrass from Ashley
Pond where the Los Alamos Lodge sits
(the former Los Alamos Inn);

2. On Trinity Drive, where the current
County/Sclools shops arelocated ard
where the Boyer Compary is
negotiating a contractto re-develop the
site for housing, retail and office space

3. On Certral Averue, aaoss from Otowi
Station on the L shaped block where
NAPA auo parts waslocated up to
where ViolaOsegaurart is on Trinity.

The current schedule calls for evauding
the RFP resporses by staff in December
2007. Counal is expected to receive a
briefing on the RFP results in Januay
2008.

In addition to consderation of aternae
gtes, daff is studying options for
refurbishing the exising Municipd
Building.

The Police/Judicial - Jail Complex. The
cogd is presently estimated to be
$20000000. The Coundl recently decided
to re-evaluae the plans and scope of this
project. Althoughthe Coundl had voted in
Augug 2007to proceed to the 60% design
phase, it reconsgdered tha decision at its
Octobe 2, 2007 meeting and tied the
decision to the Municipd Building project.
The Counal voted to sugpend furthe
designwork on this project untl:

1. The primary ard functional needs
assesmert for the projectisreviewed
by Council;

2. The conceptual options(e g. phadng of
the project, potertial future expansion
options, etc.) aredevelopedto meet
those needs; and
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3. Locaton and redace/renovate
decisionsaremack and acredble
cost edimate developedfor the
Municipal Building project

The Coundl imposd a deadline of no
later than June 30, 2008 for these
requirements to be met.

Airport Basn Site Project. This project
is the relocation site for the county and
schools shops and County utilities
depatment currently located at Trinity
Drive. The staff is expected to present to
the Coundl a 60%designin November or
Decembe 2007 with a find design to
Courxil by February 2008

White Rock Mader Plan/Economic
Development Strategy. The Counal
commissonaed a Master Plan for White
Rock to create strategies to reverse the
perceived declinein the commercial sector
of White Rock and to make the commercid
area more vibrant. A steering committee
was formed and a public involvement
process is being implemented. The god is
to take a plan to Counal in Januay 2008.
You may wish to periodically check the
County@ webdte for more up-to-dae
information on the status and time line for

projects and activities a www.lac-nm.us
m

LWV LA Fall Membership Event

You are invited to attend our fun and
thoughtprovoking fall membership event!

Imagine traveling around Los Alamos
without driving your gas-guzzler (or even
your hybrid) and not having to hunt for a
noonthour parking place downtown. Mike
Davis, Atomic City Trandt Manager, will
tell the community aboutplansfor
increasing mobility while decreasing
carbonfootprintsin LosAlamos County.
Davis tak is at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
Octobe 23, at Fuller Lodge sponsred
by the League of Women Voters of Los
Alamos Refreshments will be served
starting at 7 p.m.



Davis will discuss the interim and future
trangt services in Los Alamos since the
County took over owneship and opeaations
(formerly LA Bug on Octobe 14.
According to Davis, changes to routes,
schedules, ride guides and bus design are
beng developal in respong to existing and
potential cusomer needs and desires. QVe
started our roll-out process more than 6
months ago and have involved the public in
nearly every routing and marketing decision
welre made,Osays Davis. Davis will discuss
how new ride's can effectively try the new
system (a sort of Trangt 101) and wha
improvements the community can expect in
thefuture.

The League welcomes al members of the
community to its annud fall membership
meeting to hear about the County's
trangoortation plans League membership
information will be avallable for anyone
interested in hdping the Leagués activities:
meetings with community leaders, a water
study, an immigration study, and voter
services for the community. For further
information, contact President Chris Chandler
(cchandler@cybermesa.com, 6707049 or
Membership  Char  Jeffrey Howell
(jhowell@nr.com, 661-8702). m

Affordable Housing Talk At Lunch With A
L eader by Becky Shankland

Steve Brugge will be the Lundh with a
Leade spesker on Tuesday, Decembe 4. The
time is 1145 am.; the location is yet to be
deermined. It will be announed later in a
(Friendly Reminde,Oaong with the contact
person or personsto signup.

Steve is the County@ Housng Programs
Manager; he has been active in assuring the
County@® progress in creating more affordable
housng, especially in the Trinity Place
project.

The local Leagued postion on Affordable
Housngisasfollows:

AFFORDABLE HOUSING (adoped 1996;
revised 2003)

The League of Women Voters of Los
Alamos suppots the development of
affordable housng in the county. LWV Los
Alamos bdieves tha affordable housng
units should be integrated into
neghbohoods throughout Los Alamos
County. New developments should have a
mix of market-rate and affordable units.

We acknowledge tha some type of subsdy
by the county is required to achieve
affordable prices.

Effective methods to keep these units
affordable when they are resold mug bein
placeif we areto retain a stock of affordable
housng. For ingance, land provided as a
subsdy could beretained inatrug. m

Lunch With A Lgaader Hears About
OMusical FireworksO
By Dorothy Donndly-Shaner

How is it tha small and relatively isolated
LosAlamoscontinuesto enjoy aworld class
concert series? We have the Los Alamos
Conart Assodation (LACA), its twenty-
membe Boad of dedicated volunteers and
its Artistic Director to thank. The Los
Alamos program is certainly of unusid
qudity and may be unique for community
Size and resources.

On September 27", League members,
LACA members and others were entertained
by the lively presentations of immediate
past-President Ann McLaughlin and Artistic
Director Rosdie Heller. They spoke of
behind the scenes effortsinvolved in
identifying and engaging artists, promoting
community suppot and mouning five
excellent conaerts each year. Among many
interesting things we learned:

* The Boad, wholly composd of
elected, unpad volunteers, oversees fund
rasing and local arrangements. Five
members rotate off and on each year.

* With Rosdie Heller as guiding spirit,
the Board identifies, negotiates with and



engages the artists through ther agents. It
does not use large booking agendes. This
enables LACA to tailor any season® program
to the rather gpecidized Los Alamos
community.

* Despite the unboundd energy of Board
membes, thee is some Qudicious
outsourcingO B for example, pog-concert
receptionsare sometimes catered.

* Today there are beween 300 and 400
season sub<ribers. Earlier decades saw many
more subscribers (once as high as 850), but
today concert goa's can buy single tickets and
many off-the hillQoppatunities beckon.

* Needless to say, LACAG very modest
ticket prices canna sugan such high qudity
offerings Happily, thee is subdantid
suppot fromindividuds and local busnesses.
Los Alamos Nationd Bank and CB Fox are
examples. A complete list of suppoters and
much more about LACA can be foundon its
websgte: www.losalamosconeert.org.

*Speaking of LACAQ webste, it may bethe
only one in the United States to have a
membe of the Nationd Academy of Sciences
(Bill Press) asits webmaster.

* In recent years many changes have been
made There are now professiond brochures
and programs, interchangesble tickets, in-
store sale of tickets, credit card purchases,
pre-concert mailings of the newdetter High
Notes, taping of peformances for later
listening. Very significantly, beginning with
the 20002001 season, geneous locd
busness donos have made free tickets
available for al youth ages 5-18.

It was a wondeful, informative hour and
Qund with a LeaderO appreciates the
suppot of those who attended. m

Immigration Study by Barbara Calef

The League of Women Voters of the United
States has notified local Leagues tha the
Immigration Study, begun last year, is
moving into the membe agreement phase, or
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consenaus. Every local league is
expected to provide information and
oppotunity for members to discuss the
study, and then to seek consenaus on
specific questions formulated by the
LWVUS.

The scope of the
indudes:

¥ the undelying values and prindples
regarding immigration

¥ reasonsfor immigration

¥ current federa immigration policy

¥ theimpact of immigration on American
sodety

¥ econonic effects and impact

¥ diversity

¥ effects of globd interdependence on
migration

Immigration Study

A naiond committee has collected materid
to hdp educte league membes about the
ISsues. This materia is avalable at
www.lwv.org. Move the cursor to ProjectsO
and click on Ommigration Study.O

There are eight background pgoes, four to
sSix-page doauments.

1. Economc Aspects of Authorized and
Unauthorized Immigration

2. Effectsof Globd Interdependence on
Migration

3. Immigration and the Econony

4. Immigrants: Diversity and Induson
5. Oveview: Fedea [Immigration
Policy and Proposd Reforms

6. Wha Motivates Immigration to
America?

7. U.S. Immigration Policy: Family
Reunification

8. Fedea Immigration Policy:
Enforcement Issues
Also avallable are four onepage

briefing pape's, a recording of a forum
on immigration, and a link to the
conenaus questions

Our league, led by Kathy Campbdl,
Barbaa Calef, and Becky Shankland,
will devote a single two-hour unit



meeting to a discussion of immigration and
the conenaus questions The meeting will
take place on the evening of Wedneday,
Novembe 7, but the exact time and place
have not yet been decided. If you are
interested in this topic, please plan to attend.
Contact Barbaa Caef a 6623825 or
bfcalef@yahoocom if you have questions
The LWVUS will be informed of the
outcome of our meeting and will use tha
information to determine whether there is
sufficient agreement to adopt a naiond
postion onimmigration.m

Water Study Update by Barbara Calef

The Water Study Committee did not meet in
September because there were so many other
meetingsto attend.

Jemezy Sange

At the Jemez y Sangre Water Planning
Counal, the subject of discusson was a
report from the Technology Subcommittee on
alterndive water sources.

The sub-committee@ task was to investigate
dternaive water resources. The group had
looked at a wide range of sources, but the
report addressed only wha they felt was mog
practical: weather modification, recovery and
treatment of brackish water, clean-up from oil
field and cod bed methane opeations and
landcape harvesting.

Questions and suggestions from othe
members of the counal made it clear tha the
purpose of the report is to provide locd
planneas with findingstha could guide them
in thar search for additiond water supplies
and avoid the trander of agricultura water
rights to municipdities. However, every
technology has technical problems and
inditutiond obdacles. Largescale surface
water capture seemed to the committee to be
themog promising.

Farquhar

Ned Farquha spoke a an Albuqueque unit
meeting on September 13. Farquha came to
NM to be executive director of 1000 Friends

of NM. Later hewas Richardson'ssenior
advisor on eneagy and environment
policy and liaison to the Western
Govenors Assn.  Currently he is the
Enegy and Climate Advocte for 9
western states on the staff of the Natural
Resources Defense Coundl.

He told the group tha water management
strategies need to change We are decades
behind in NM and mug finish the Indian
settlements. We are the only western state
without ingream control protection. We
need legidation to enable us to manage the
riversfor natural values.

The Office of the State Engineer is
concerned with providing water and meeting
obligaions not with cultural or naurd
rights. For indance, the OSE was a
proponent of the bill that would have funded
a @ondrudion-onlyO andysis of the Gila
River. Governor Richadson vetoed tha
item. Farquha proposd ingead to study the
value of keeping the Gila in its naurd
condition and selling the water to Arizona
when it crosses theborder.

Here are the gods he recommends for
activists:

1. Educe and reach out to legidators to
make it clear theimportance of metering and

new technology.

2. Find finandal incentives for
agriculture  to change  market
mechanismes.

3. Get off the storage mentadity;

replenish the aquifers.

4. Findize the tribd water settlements.
The Bush administration has de-funded
theeffort.

5. Protect agriculture and ecology with
a50-year plan.

The conapt of the water market is the
worst option because nature, agriculture,
and low-income segments of sodety
cannot compete if cods incease.
Farquha bdieves tha there is no way
thelegidature will have the political will



to stop development, but tha we could push
for environmentally friendly development.

Climate Changeand Water

Undea the aegis of the Office of the State
Engineer, N.M. First conduded five forums
around the state in September to inform the
public about how climate change will affect
water supply in New Mexico and to seek a
congensus on wha actionsshould be taken in
response.

Kathy Campbdl, Becky Shankland, and
Barbaa Calef attended the forum in
Albugueque on September 25. The meeting
began with atalk by climatologist Brad Uddl
(cousn of Tom), who announed tha we face

one degree centigrade of QommittedO

warming, meaning that there is no way to
stop it. As a result of globd warming, the
Southwest will have less precipitation in
winter as the storms are pushed north.
However, scientists do not know wha the
effect the warming will have on the
monons They predict tha soil moisture
here will decrease as will evapotraniration
and recharge rates. Furthe warming will
occur as the density of carbon dioxide in the
aimosphee increases. Because it will take
40-50 years before aimogheaic conditions
are affected by actions taken now, Uddl
warned, we musn®wait!

Following the talk, the group of 40 was
divided in two to discuss our vision for New
Mexico in 2030 and to propo® actions to
hdp redlize tha vison. Our group envisonad
a future with agriculture and naural areas
protected, with good trangportation systems
serving compact communities, with healthy
rivers. The first priority for achieving the
vison was to tie development to water
availability. The other group® first priority
was educdtion, but ther second was Gho
issuance of permits for development without
proven water.O Participants in the other
forums were asked the same questions and
eventudly we will learn wha they said. If
there is consensus on some priorities, we can
send a strongmessageto thelegidature! m
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Election Reform Committee by Paul
Frederickson

A better undestanding of Ethics and
Campagn Finance Reform is the current
god of the Election Reform Committee. To
tha end three of us obrved the second
meeting of the Ethics Subcmmmittee of the
New Mexico Legidative Counal on Oct. 10,
a meeting tha was dedicated to a report of
the Governors Task Force on Ethics
Reform. Co-chars of the Task Force, Gov.
Gary Carruthas and Prof. Sudlyn
Scarneccia, Dean of the UNM School of
Law, began thereport with a short summary
of the recommendaions of the Task Force,
first thoe for immediate action and then
recommendaionsfor future congderation.

Recommendaions for immediate action

indudd:

+ establish a state ethics commission;

+ establish campagn conftributon limits,

and dstrengthen campagn  reporting

requirements,

+ provide for voluntary publcly financed

campagnsfor all statewide elected offices;

+ create a bipartisan committee or task force

to study the establishment of a state
electionscommission;

+ providefor legidative compensation; and

+ improve govanmental trangarency,

induding increased lobbyist disclosure and

onlinereporting.

Recommendaions for future consderation
induded:

+ reconsgde the ddfinition of "applicable
public officia" to improve campagn
contribution disclosure practices during the
procurement process,

+ provide for voluntary publcly financed
campagnsfor district court races; and

+ review options to make the offices of
State Treasurer and State Auditor appointive
offices, to establish minimum qudifications
for those offices and to establish asimplified
impeachment procedure for those offices

and certain other e ected executive offices.
m
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LOSALAMOS 200%-2008M EMBERSHIP FORM

Complete this form and mail it with your check(s) to: LWV LosAlamos P.O. Box 158 LosAlamos NM 87544

Name:

Address:

Phone FAX:

e-mail:

Check hereif youdo NOT want to receive electronic notification of upcmming Leagueevents

Check hereif youare willing to recelve ourlocal newdetter Updae as an electronic file, saving podage

Check payableto LWV - LosAlamosendosed to indude

_____Sustaining membership: $75__ Single membership: $45
_____Household sugaining membership (two people at the same address): $95
_____Household membership (two people at the same address): $65
____Unrestricted contribution (nat tax dedudible): $

Check payableto LWV Eduction Fund Tax-dedudible contibution: $

Interests (check as many as apply)
hetime activities (unit meetings fund-drive mailings "Lundh with alLeade™, etc.)

____ Afordable Housng _____ Membeship __ Budge

__ Newdletter _____RindDrive _____Voter Services

___ Webdte ____ (hild Care _ Observe County meetings
____ local Government _____HectionReform ____ Public Relations

____ Sudainability _____"Who'sin Chaged _ Notsure(l jug suppot LWV)

Qhe (please suggest)
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